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Month of the young
adolescent

In recognition of the
Commi ssi one
Resolution at the
September 17, 2008
New Jersey State

Board of Education
meeting declaring
Octoberthe A Mo nt /
of the Young

Adol es cteent o
New Jersey Middle
School Association
(NJMSA) sponsored an
essay contest for all
students ages 10 to

15. The writing
prompt for the
students wa
middle level student
were the next

President of the United
States of America

é é é é . We received
over 1,200 essay
submissions from
across the State.

After scoring all the
essays, the NJMSA is
prepared to announce
the winner of the
essay contest. The
winning student will
receive a certificate,
$100 saving bond and
will be invited, along
with the winning
school 6s Pr
the New Jersey Middle

The winning student is
Sarah Barner, Grade 8
from Glen Landing
Middle Schoo Iin
Blackwood, NJ.

Congratulations to
Sarah and her teacher
Mrs. Coughlan and Glen
Landing Middle School
Principal, Mrs. Schultes.

Honorable Mention
goes to the following
students:

Erin McCluskey, Grade 8
1 Valleyview Middle
School, Denville, NJ

Brenna Koehler, Grade 8
i Glen Landing Middle
School, Blackwood, NJ

Archana Jeyaram, Grade
8 1 Mount Olive Middle
School, Budd Lake, NJ

Rachel Romean, Grade 7
T Chestnut Ridge Middle
School, Sewell, NJ
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Dear NJMSA Member ,

It is my pleasure to offer you springtime greetings

on behalf of the NJMSA Board of Directors. The
New Jersey middle School Association (NJMSA) has
been working extremely hard this year to bring
middle level education  to the forefront within the
New Jersey Department Education. We have
participated in various committees with the NJDOE
and NJMSA now has a voice at the New Jersey
School Board monthly meetings.

I would like to recognize the partnership with the

New Jer sey Consortium for Middle Schools (NJCMS)
comprised of representatives from Kean, Rider,
Rowan and William Paterson Universities. With

their assistance NJMSA has accomplished many
goals this year.

1 Co-sponsoring of two administrative
workshops in conjunct  ion with Dr. Tim
Peters from the NJ DOE.

1 Sponsoring an essay contest for the Month
of the Young Adolescence.

1  Creating corporate sponsorships with
Lifetouch and Glencoe -McGraw Hill.

1  Bringing the voice of middle level educators
to the NJ State Board of Ed  ucation.

1 Having Middle Level educators participate
in NJDOE Statewide committees.

1 Lending our financial support to the New
Jersey Schools to Watch initiative.

1 Working collaboratively to co -host the
statewide conference for middle level
educators.

1 Collabor ating with the NJDOE on writing
various articles for the NJDOE Middle Level
Newsletter.

The continuation of our annual awards
program recognizing outstanding middle
level teachers, teams and administrators.

Our last event, the NJMSA/NJCMS Statewide

Confe rence was a huge success with over 350
attendees. The theme of AR
Mi ddl ed0 has come at a pivot
school education in New Jersey. We all realize the

intense pressure to ensure that our students not

just meet academic  standards but strive to exceed

those expectations in order to prepare them for the

new demands of high school and beyond. We each

must also maintain the dual purpose of continuing

to provide our youngsters with a developmentally
appropriate education. Th e NJMSA can assist in all
your needs for the young adolescent.

Yours in the Middle,
James Barnes
President, NJMSA

CONGRATULATIONS

Dr. Katherine Goerss Leadership Award

Dr. Pamela Vaughn, Principal
Ocean City Intermediate School
Ocean City, New Jersey
2009
NJMSA Team of Excellence Awar d
Lakeside Middle School
Pompton Lakes, New Jersey
Related Arts Team
Bruce Drako
Jennifer Gaddis
Dominick Gerardo
Norbert Herold
Janine Maletsky
Jason Stier
2009
NJCMS/NJMSA
Middle Level Educator of the Year
Patricia Coughlan
Glen Landing Middle School
Blackwood, New Jersey
2009
NIJMSA
J. Thomas Kane Presidential Award
Jack Berckemeyer
Assistant Executive Director

National Middle School Association
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In spite of troubling
economic times and busy
schedules the Conference
attracted almost 500
members from schools
located in every corner of
NJ. They convened at
Kean University and
rewarded by enjoying the
campus on the nicest
weather day we had seen
in months!

Providing an enjoyable

start to the morning
festivities there was a
continental breakfast,
many booths providing
informational and
educational materials,
beautiful art work from
various schools, and
amazing music provided by
the John Adams Middle
School, Edison, Conducted
by Ms. Martin and
Timberlane Middle School,
Hopewell Valley,
Conducted by Ms. Arias.

Awards were announced
and the schools and
educators glowed proudly
as they came up to receive
them from the NJMSA
Executive Board.

JackBer ckemeyer
keynote focused upon

o0Mi dd| e Hidingata |
Loving it, and Laughing
about it. o H
captured our attention and
allowed us to refuel by
reminding us how
connected we all are
through our commitment

to young adolescents.
Laughter rang through the
room as he shared the daily
adventures of motivating
middle school students and
the importance of being an
adult advocate for each

and every child.

After the Keynote
attendees followed a
different schedule then in
past years. It allowed them
to go to many outstanding
break-out sessions, and
enjoy lunch while
networking and sharing
ideas with colleagues.

A special thank you to all
attendees who filled out
eval uati onséi |
plan for the future. If you

did not have time to fill one
out please feel free to email
us with your comments

and suggestions.

NJ Middle School Association
and NJ Censortim for Middle Scheol
Statewide Annual Conference



http://share.shutterfly.com/share/received/album.sfly?fid=9169b0ff7e10c6a3&startIndex=0&sid=0Aat3DVo4asWLtg



mailto:dawn.blanos@sparta.org

